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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MUSCAT 01609 290507Z 
ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 
INR-07 NSAE-00 /056W 

290509Z 016860/21 

R 290335Z DEC 76 
FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2786 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY SANA 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

CONFIDENTIAL MUSCAT 1609 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR MU XF 

SUBJECT: ZAWAWI'S COMMENT ON RECENT GULF FOREIGN MINISTERS CON- 
FERENCE 

REF: MUSCAT 1488 

1 . OMANI FOREIGN MINISTER ZAWAWI TOOK RELAXED ATTITUDE IN DIS- 
CUSSING WITH AMBASSADOR OVER CHRISTMAS WEEKEND THE NOV 25-26 
FOREIGN MINISTERS CONFERENCE HELD IN MUSCAT. THE MINISTER, WHO 
HAD BEEN IN EUROPE ALMOST CONTINUOUSLY SINCE THE MEETING, SAID 
THAT FROM HIS VIEWPOINT THE CONFERENCE WAS WORTHWHILE AND HAD 
THREE DISTINCT ADVANTAGES: 

A. IT WAS WELL TO HAVE FINALLY MET FORMALLY AND TO HAVE ESTABLISHED 
A PRECEDENT FOR SUCH GATHERINGS. 
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PAGE 02 MUSCAT 01609 290507Z 

B. FOR THE FIRST TIME, FULL MINUTES HAD BEEN KEPT AND WOULD 
BE AVAILABLE FOR ANALYZING VIEWS AND RATIONALE OF ALL PARTI- 
CIPATING MINISTERS. 

C. OMAN HAS THE SELF-SATISFACTION OF HAVING HOSTED THIS 

SORT OF INTERNATIONAL GATHERING, AND THE INCREASED CONFIDENCE 
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THUS ENGENDERED. 

2. ZAWAWI AVOIDED SPECULATION ON WHEN AND HOW THE STATES 
CONCERNED MIGHT PICK UP THE SUBSTANTIVE PIECES FROM THE MUSCAT 
DISCUSSIONS. HE DID MAKE CLEAR THERE WAS LITTLE IF ANY SENTIMENT 

AT THE CONFERENCE TO PUT OUT A COMMUNIQUE THAT WOULD BE ANYTHING 
SHORT OF UNANIMOUS, AND THUS RISK UPSETTING THE IRAQIS AND 
PERHAPS SETTING OFF A RETALIATORY CAMPAIGN BY THEM. 

3. COMMENT: WE EXPECT OMANGOV WILL, IN BROAD TERMS, BE 
CONCENTRATING ITS 1977 DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY MORE ON BILATERAL 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH AREA STATES OF PRIME IMPORTANCE TO IT 
(SAUDI ARABI, IRAN, AND THE UAE) RATHER THAN THINKING IN 
TERMS OF MULTILATERAL STEPS OR CONCERNS. 

WOLLE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 29 DEC 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976MUSCAT01609 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760474-0828 
From: MUSCAT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9761 27/aaaaafna. tel 

Line Count: 76 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 MUSCAT 1488 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 9 MAY 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <1 5 SEP 2004 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ZAWAWI'S COMMENT ON RECENT GULF FOREIGN MINISTERS CON- FERENCE 
TAGS: PFOR, MU, XF, (ZAWAWI, QAIS) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



